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October 2011 

Commissioner Lois Wexler 
Broward Cou Commission 
115 S. Andrews Ave" Room 421 
Fort La FL 	 33301 

Dear Commissioner Wexler: 

In response to your request for from 
some additional background information as well as the 
an independent special district with a public purpose. 

Please let me know if you require any additional information. 

President/CEO 

Attachments 

cc: 	 Mayor Suzanne 
Vice Mayor John E. Rodstrom Jr. 
Commissioner Dale V.c. Holness 
Commissioner Kristen Jacobs 
Commissioner Chip LaMarca 
Commissioner Ilene Lieberman 
Commissioner Stacy Ritter 
Commissioner Barbara Sharief 
Bertha Broward County Administrator 
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needs of an expanding South Florida community and invigorate 
a consortium of civic leaders, private citizens, and 

entities came in the mid-1980s to secure the funding necessary to build the world­
class theater was to the Broward Center for the Performing Arts. 

The to codify their relationship, not only for the purpose of building 

but also to ensure that it was and that the specific goals that 

making this investment were realized. The Florida State 

Performing Arts Center Authority in 1984 as a public body with a public purpose. The 


Irr""WIl'\I was established as an independent special district and 
the Arts, This legislative act created an 


would ensure effective governance of the Center and stewardship of this valuable 

asset. 


Membership 
Section 2-1 of the Act establishes the membership of the Authority of thirteen 
members appointed by the five in Authority as follows: five (5) members selected by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Broward County, two (2) members selected by the Commission of 
the City of Fort one (1) member selected by the Downtown Development Authority, one (1) 
member Broward County School Board, and four (4) members selected by the Broward 
Performing Arts Foundation, Inc. 

Mission 
The members of the Authority worked to establish a clear mission for the Broward Center and 

to ensure that that the activities of the Broward Center fulfill that mission. 
~=::::..!..!..==:..:..=~ The Broward Center has as its mission to be a leader in promoting artistic 

diverse community with an emphasis on fostering a 
the economy and community. 

Although PACA is to receive funding from TOT revenues, in more than 25 years, PACA 

never from this source. 

The Ena the use of TOT funds in Section 7-3: 
.. liThe revenues such bonds by the authority may include... the local tourist 

tax as authorized in section 125,0104, Florida Statutes." 

The which the funding may be used in Section 3-5: 

act. II 

The County provided an opinion on January 5,2009 as to whether TOT revenue be 
utilized by the PACA. He refers to the TOT Statute in forming his opinion. 

.. ofan auditorium and, thus, TOT revenue may be used to 
rprnl'"l,(lp I repair, improve, maintain, operate or PACA" 



How the PACA is different from other entities seeking funding from the County: 

• 	 Established as a public body with a public purpose. 

• 	 As one ofthe entities of PACA, Broward County appoints 5 of the 13 Board 

Members of the Authority (greater than any other partner). 

• 	 Broward approves the budget of PACA. 

• 	 PACA is considered ineligible for {(Major Cultural Institution (MCI) Grants" which are awarded to 

Broward County cultural through Cultural Division. like Musem 

of Art and Museum Discovery and Science are both MCls. 

• 	 County auditor serves on the PACA Finance Committee. 

• 	 Broward Center drives tourism with a full time staff person dedicated to marketing outside the 

it has a direct and indirect impact on hospitality, dining, retail and 


transportation sectors. 


• 	 Broward Center the only cultural facility which is named for County. 

• 	 Greater economic impact than all other cultural institutions combined. 

• 	 Greater on tourism - 60,000 of the room Cultural Tourism 

grants. 



1. 	 the Performing Arts Center Authority to oversee construction 

complex in downtown Fort Lauderdale. The between 
the City of Fort Authority and Broward 

with invaluable would create a I and 
economic engine for the region. 

2. 	 Broward Performing Arts Foundation is in 1985 to receive and maintain funds for 

the promoting, fostering, sponsoring and of the Performing Arts Center Authority of 

Broward County, Florida, either directly or by contributions to organizations which qualify as tax­

exempt. The Foundation provided the required matching private funding to build the Broward 

Center for the Performing Arts and established an endowment to sustain the Center's facilities, 

arts education programs and innovative and diverse programming opportunities. 


3. 	 In 1993, legislature increases the size of the Authority to 13 members to include 
from the Broward Arts Foundation. Broward County maintains the 


5 out of 13. 


4. A 	 ceremony is held in May 1988 to initiate the building phase. 

5. 	 The doors officially open on February 1991 with the first national tour of Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Phantom of the Opera. 

6. 	 In September the first school performance takes place in the Amaturo officially 
designated as an outside resource classroom for Broward students. This is the start of Broward 
Center's award-winning p with Broward Public Schools -- the Student Achievements in the 
Art which would become an award-winning model for arts-in-education programs 

country. 

7. 	 In Broward Center is named a member of Arts Centers and Schools: Partners 
in Education Program" of the John F. Kennedy for the Perform Arts in partnership with the 
Broward County Public Schools and Broward Cultural Division. 

8. 	 The Vision for the 21st Century totaling million, is launched in 1996 to the 
mortgage and to build an endowment. 

9. 	 Broward Center Education receives the 1997 Center Alliance for Arts 
Education Network Award. 

10. 	In the Broward Center a collaboration with local merchants and cultural attractions 
that would become the Riverwalk Arts & Entertainment District. 

11. 	In 2000, the Arts Access initiative is introduced to develop South Florida's talent. Since then 
more 50 local groups have in this for South Florida's artists 
and multi-cultural organizations. 

12. 	In 2001, the tenth of the Broward Center is marked by retiring the entire building 
11 years ahead of schedule. 



13. In 2002, Lion King makes its South Florida debut in the Au-Rene returning for an 
r,,,, in J007 
...... '1 "I "- ......... ,. 


14. 	In 2004, the Broward Center makes its inaugural debut among the top 10 in the Top 50 Theaters in 
the World as ranked by Pol/star. 

15. 	In the Ministry of Culture of Brazil names the Broward Center the South Florida "Point of 
Culture," one of only three U.S. and the only performing arts center to earn this 

16. In the Board County Commissioners of Broward names the Broward Center the 
"Cultural Embassy" of Broward County its efforts to link cultural activity with the 
economic development. 

17. Broward County 	 January 2007 as Broward Center for the Performing Arts Appreciation 
Day. 

18. 	The Broward Center earns ranking as the #4 venue in the world for ticket sales by Venues Today in 
2007. 

19. 	In Broward Center its 2 millionth student. 

the Broward Alliance 	 the public-private partnership whose aim is to foster economic 
of Broward County -- awards the Broward Center its third annual "Educational 

Builds Business" Partnership Award. 

21. 	In April 2009, Boys sets national tour's record for attendance during its extended run in 
the Au-Rene Theater. 

22. 	In 2010, students from West Africa in a distance with links to 
Broward students at three public school sites and students and cast members 
the Abdo New River Room. 

23. 	In Broward Center celebrates its 20th anniversary including 20 years of the SEAS partnership. 

24. 	 In 2011, contributions by volunteers 1.5 million hours of service to our theaters since opening 

25. 	Cu performances (under ma over 

26. Cumulative attendance 	 - over 10 million ...and growing! 



From Sroward Alliance Economic Sourcebook (2001) 

The Broward Center for Performing Arts 1991 on the northern ban k of the 
New River, the Lauderdale's 
remained true historic of serving as a community 

pv,"'.nnrY,,"rlT while also pioneering new national models for people's 
lives. by award-winning C. Thompson, the Broward Center is considered 
an architectural jewel at the cultural heart of County. 

its opening more seventeen years ago, the Center has been a catalyst for 
downtown revitalization efforts and an important element in Broward development as one of 
Florida's creative economies. The Broward continues to fulfill its mission "to a 
leader in promoting artistic offerings to our diverse community with an emphasis on 

to positively the local economy and community" - in a variety of 
The Center along with the venues it manages the innovative community 

programs it has to define cultural of Broward 
advance economic goals. 

The Center is a arts and entertainment complex featuring the beautiful 
Au-Rene Theater, Amaturo Theater and the flexible 250-400-seat Abdo 
Room. most visited the Broward 

is ranked high among its peers in terms of ticket sales according to leading industry trade 
publication surveys with a #4 by Venues Today and a consistent in the ten in 
Pol/star. 

Hosting operas, ballets, concerts, plays, films, lectures and numerous community workshops and 
events, Center defined itself unique and collaborations 

with partners in the arts, community, government and business. 

The Center works hand-in-hand with several renowned cultural including the Symphony of 
the Florida Miami City Concert of Florida, and Gold Coast 
Jazz among others. National tours of major Broadway productions are presented in partnership with 

Across America-Fort Lauderdale bringing top titles like The Von Wicked, Phantom of the 
Opera, Jersey Hairspray and Avenue Q to South Florida audiences. Through the Arts t-\cce:,s 

Center support and to local cultural 
commercial The Center the infrastructure from 

services to data analysis - that helps these groups become 

The Center's mission includes a focus on the arts into education. A long-standing 
partnership with the School of Broward County has created an model other 
communities through the Enrichment in the Arts (SEAS) program. SEAS activities are designed 
to tied into state standards, to stimulate and develop our 
future workforce. 

partners with Nova to manage provide 
and Alfred Miniaci Performing Center on main campus in 

Center also manages and programs the historic 1,19 I-seat Parker Playhouse in downtown Fort 
which is a renaissance Broward management with and 

Broadway plays and musicals along with top names in today's indie-artists and a range 
musical performances from gospel to to flamenco. Broward Center is also working closely the 
City of Miramar in the development the new Miramar Cultural Center/ArtsPark, a ~T':1'TQ_'''' 



venue, set to open in late 2008 with an 800-seat facilities, 
a an anchor of the new Miramar 

began a collaboration with neighboring and cultural attractions 
would become the Riverwalk Arts and I-n1c;:>rt:l Designed to 

this destination 
the Broward Center, Florida 

Assoc:!atlon of Florida, Fort 
House Museum. More than million ticketed visitors 
Arts & Entertainment 

attractions a vibrant, international :If"rYlf''\,':r,n;:>,";:> 

"r~..",:::"nr""n by more than 600 diverse artists and entertainers r.,.r'r"',<:""r~t" 
year. 

In 2006, the was named one of the first "Brazilian Points outside of Brazil by the 
Minister of its commitment to promoting Brazilian culture first performing arts 
center to with this designation. And in 2007, the Center was officially designated 
the cultural embassy of Broward County by the Board of County """"1'1,,, ... ,, for its ongoing efforts 
to align commerce, and community in significant ways to economic growth. 

A wide range of performances across genres highlight cultural contributions of many in our 
by their art forms to our From Mexico and from Japan and 

China to India, South Africa and Australia, performances the talent and traditions of the global 
has taken shape in Broward. Rooted in the of the cultural embassy is that the 

sustain between people of different Importantly, this activity is not 
for arts sake but to promote community cross-cultural education, economic 

and to a sense of "place" --- vibrant and multicultural. 

Division to 
on of a cultural 

is to create a coordinated strategy to build and 
and and ensure that 

continues to rise to the 
County, one of the communities. 

Current event for the Broward Center for Arts and its affiliated venues can 
be found on websites: 

.. www.browardcenter.org 

.. www.parkerplayhouse.com 

.. www.miniacipac.com 

.. www.miramarculturalcenter.org 

.. www.riverwalkae.com 

http:www.riverwalkae.com
http:www.miramarculturalcenter.org
http:www.miniacipac.com
http:www.parkerplayhouse.com
http:www.browardcenter.org


CHAPTER 2005-335 

House No. 

act relating to the Center 
County; codifying, reenacting, 
relating the authority; authority a public 
body, corporate politic; providing purposes; providing member· 

and repealing 

and organization; providing definitions; for 
and manner of the appointment the authority and 

the authority's membership; for 
members' providing for 
the organization, powers, functions, financing, 
and the providing for competitive 

certain authorizing the acquisition certain 
acquired by eminent for budget approval 
Broward County Commission Fort Lauderdale City 

Commission; providing the of revenue bonds by the 
authority to carry the 
of revenues for for 

authority, and 
county, the 

facilities; providing public or private subscriptions; providing for 
the of a license to alcoholic for 
consumption; providing providing an effective 

appropriations by 
in Broward County for 

of this 
construction 

and of 

Enacted the 

Authority is re-created and reen-Section The Performing 
read: 

1 
stif~±lH are deletions; """.",..-1", underlined are additions. 



2005·335 LAWS OF FLORIDA 2005·335 


2 

CODING: striclwn are deletions; words ==== are additions. 



Ch. 2005·335 LAWS OF FLORIDA 

3 

CODING: Words &bF.~lli are ====are 



Ch. OF FLORIDA Ch. 2005-335 


4 

SH',**,<eB are deletions; words ==== are 




2005·335 Ch. 

6 

Words stricken are underlined are additions. 



Ch. 2005-335 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2005-335 

Section 5. If anv nrovision of this act or the annlication thereof to anv 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect-Qth;; 
provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are 
declared severable. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 

Approved by the Governor June 3, 2005. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 3, 2005. 

7 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
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B 	 OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATIORi\jEY 
Jeffrey J. Newton 115 S. Andrews Suite 423 
County Attorney Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

954-357-7600 • FAX 954-357-7641 

January 5 2009 
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FROM: effrey J. Newton 

County Attorney 


RE: 	 Use of Tourist Development Revenue for Operations Costs at the 
Performing Arts Center Authority 

You asked this office whether Tourist Development ("TOT") revenue may used 
towards operations costs at the Performing Arts Center Authority ("PACA"). 

125.0104, Statutes, as may time to time, known as 
the LocaJ Option Tourist Development County to <;I tax on 
short-term rentals. (5) the no,..,'tI'I"' uses and 
purposes that may funded by TOT Subsection 
125.01 04(5)(a)1, Florida Statutes: 

(a) 	All tax revenues pursuant to this by a county imposing 
tourist development shall be used by that county for following 
purposes only: 

1. 	 To acquire, construct, remodel, repair, improve, 
maintain, operate, or promote one or more publicly owned and 
convention sports stadium, sports arenas, coliseums, or 
auditoriums, or museums that are publicly owned or 
owned and operated by a not-for-profit organization and open to 
public....(emphasis added) 

JosephUs Eggellction, .If. • Sue Gunzburger • Kristin 0, 	 E, Rodstrom, Jr. • Diana wasserman-RUbin· lois Wexler 

http:09-033.01


Michael \JGUUI 

January 5, 2009 
2 

While the term "auditorium," as it is used in Subsection 125.0104(5), Florida Statutes, is 
not defined, numerous dictionary definitions of the term indicate it is the area a public 
building where the audience sits, or a hall or building for public gatherings. It seems 

would fall within the definition of an auditorium and, thus, revenue may 
used to construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, or 

PACA. 

If you any questions, contact me. 

JJN:PAB:slw 


