
 

 

        REGIONAL CLIMATE LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 
October 23, 2009 Schedule of Events 

8:30am - 9:00am  Registration and Continental Breakfast Palm Lobby 

9:00am - 9:05am 
 

Welcome  
Mayor Jack Seiler, City of Fort Lauderdale  
 

Palm A 

9:05am - 9:15am   
 

Opening Remarks: A Climate Change Conversation for 
Southeast Florida 
Commissioner Kristin Jacobs, Broward County 
 

Keynote Speakers 

Palm A 

9:15 am - 9:40am 
 

GHG Reductions and Climate Change Adaptation through 
Urban Planning  
Jim Lopez, Special Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 

Palm A 
 
 

9:40am - 10:00am 
 

National Security, Energy and Climate  
Brigadier General (Retired) Joseph R. “Bob” Barnes,    
Representing the PEW Environmental Group Project  

Palm A 
 

10:00am-10:30am 
 

The Economics of Climate Adaptation  
Mark Way, Senior Vice President, Swiss Re and  
Lauren Toretta, Consultant, McKinsey & Company 

Palm A 

   

10:30am - 10:45am Morning Refreshment Break Palm Lobby 

10:45am - 12:00pm 
 

Building on a Legacy of Leadership 

Local Climate Change Initiatives – Challenges, 
Vulnerabilities, Needs and Lessons Learned 

 
Moderator: Ken Brown, Executive Director, Climate 
Communities 
 
Elected Officials and Task Force Chairs 
Palm Beach County 
Commissioner Karen Marcus, County Commissioner 
Commissioner Shelley Vana, Chair, Green Task Force on 
Environmental Sustainability and Conservation 
Broward County 
Commissioner Kristin Jacobs, County Commissioner  
Dr. Patrick Gleason, Member, Climate Change Task Force  
Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner Natacha Seijas, County Commissioner  
Clerk of the Courts Harvey Ruvin, Chair, Climate Change 
Advisory Task Force 
Monroe County 
Mayor Craig Cates, City of Key West  
Jedde Regante, Chair, Green Initiatives Task Force 

Palm A 



 

 

 
12:10pm - 1:10pm 
 

12:30 pm 

 
Luncheon and Speaker 

 
Influencing National Policy and Maximizing Federal 

Funding to Meet Southeast Florida’s Climate Action Needs 

Ken Brown, Executive Director, Climate Communities  
 

 
Floridian 
    A/B 
 

1:20pm - 2:30pm 
 

Southeast Florida –Regional Considerations for Mitigating 
and Adapting to Climate Change 

 
Moderator:  Susanne Torriente, Director, Miami-Dade Office 
of Sustainability 
 
Overview: South Florida – Paradise Changing 
Dr. Nancy Gassman, Natural Resources Administrator, 
Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth 
Management Department 
Transportation 
Gregory Stuart, Executive Director, Broward Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
Water Resources 
Dr. Douglas Yoder, Deputy Director, Miami-Dade Water and 
Sewer Department 
Land Use 
James Murley, Director, Florida Atlantic University, Center for 
Urban and Environmental Solutions 
 

Palm A 

2:30pm - 2:45pm Afternoon Refreshment Break Palm Lobby 

2:45pm - 3:30pm A Climate Change Strategy for Southeast Florida – 
Focal Points for Regional Collaboration 

 
Moderator: Steve Adams, Program Manager, Climate 
Leadership Initiative 
 
Palm Beach County 
Commissioner Shelley Vana, County Commissioner  
Broward County 
Commissioner Kristin Jacobs, County Commissioner 
Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner Katy Sorenson, County Commissioner 
Monroe County 
Mayor George Neugent, County Commissioner 
 

Palm A 

 
3:45pm  

 
Post-Summit Press Event Palm B 

Final as of 10/19/09   10:45 am  


